
ENGL 2331 — World Literature           Fall Term, 2020 
  
Instructor:   Mr. Marc Diefenderfer 
Office Hours:   Fridays 12:00-1:30, or by appointment (Email or Zoom) 
Email:    marc.diefenderfer@brazosport.edu  
 
Course Description 
Welcome to English 2331: World Literature. This class introduces students to significant works 
that probe the intersections of culture, capitalism, imperialism, and artistic production across 
world history. What does it mean to belong to a culture? To a nation? To a people? How do our 
allegiances to these imagined communities affect our actions in times of adversity, especially 
when we feel caught between conflicting worldviews? In this course, we will examine works by 
authors from throughout the world who attempt to answer these questions. 
 
Learning Objectives 
This class asks students to engage in critical reading, writing, and thinking, and it promotes an 
understanding of the diverse forms and perspectives that constitute world literature. By the 
end of the course, students will be able to: 
 

• Define key literary terms and identify significant features of world literature. 
• Discuss the role stories play in cultural and political life. 
• Draw on cultural and historical information to situate texts within their proper contexts. 
• Adopt methods such as argumentation and analysis to interpret assigned texts and 

understand how those methods contribute to the meaning of literary works. 
• Use logic, creativity, and research to produce original, persuasive arguments. 
• Articulate the importance of conflict and cultural exchange to the development of various 

literatures around the world. 
 
Course Texts 
Required course materials are available at the Brazosport College bookstore, on campus, or 
online at http://www.brazosport.edu/bookstore. A student of this institution is not under any 
obligation to purchase a textbook from the college bookstore. The same textbook is/may also be 
available from an independent retailer, including an online retailer. 
 
• Yaa Gyasi, Homegoing (Vintage, ISBN: 978-1101971062) 
• Rudyard Kipling, Kim (Penguin, ISBN: 978-0141442372) 
• Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood (Pantheon, ISBN 978-0375714573) 
• Sophocles, Antigone (Dover, ISBN: 978-0486278049) 
• Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (Penguin, ISBN: 978-0141439495) 
• Viet Thanh Nguyen, The Refugees (Grove, ISBN: 978-0802127365) 
 
Course Website and Email Policy 
Our course website can be found on D2L (https://online.brazosport.edu/d2l/home). Because this 
is an online class, all of our course materials will be housed on this website. You will be 
expected to access and submit all assignments digitally, so it is essential that you have a strong 
working knowledge of the D2L virtual campus, word processing software, and basic online tasks 
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like downloading files, emailing, and using Dropbox. Course announcements and information 
will appear on D2L and may also be sent to you via your Brazosport College email account. You 
are expected to check your email and D2L on a regular basis. 
 
Course Assignments 
Final grades in English 1301 are assessed according to the following categories: 
 

Midterm Paper       15% 
Research Proposal         5% 
Annotated Bibliography      15% 
Research Paper       25% 
Discussion Posts       40% 

 
A student cannot pass the class unless the annotated bibliography and research paper have been 
submitted. 
 
Weekly Schedule 
Week 1: Introductions 
Week 2: Ancient Mediterranean Literature 
Week 3: Athenian Tragedy 
Week 4: Europe and the Islamic World 
Week 5: The Enlightenment in Europe 
Week 6: The Age of Revolution 
Week 7: Colonialism 
Week 8: Modernism and Identity 

Week 9: Postcolonial Literature 
Week 10: Contemporary World Literature 
Week 11: Graphic Narrative 
Week 12: Transatlantic Literature 
Week 13: Refugee Literature 
Week 14: Thanksgiving Break 
Week 15: Research Papers 
Week 16: Finals 

 
Grading Standards

A 90-100% 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 

D 60-69 
F 59 or less

 
A You completed the assignment at a high level of quality, and your work shows originality 

and creativity. Work in this range shows all the qualities listed below for a B, but it also 
demonstrates that you took extra steps to be original or creative in developing content, 
solving a problem, or developing a style. 

 
B You completed the assignment at a high level of quality. Work in this range needs little 

revision, is complete in content, is organized well, and shows special attention to style. 
 
C You did what the assignment asked of you. Work in this range tends to need some 

revision, but it is complete in content and the organization is logical. The style is 
straightforward but unremarkable. 

 
D You did what the assignment asked at a low level of quality, OR you did not do what the 

assignment asked. Work in this range tends to need significant revision. The content is 
often incomplete and the organization is hard to discern. Style is often chaotic. 



 
F This grade is reserved for those who do not complete the assignment. If you follow the 

assignment’s instructions and give it an honest try, you are unlikely to receive an F. 
 

Online Course Environment 
This class does not meet at a specific time; it is available to you 24/7. That said, there are 
concrete deadlines for all assignments. As a result, and because feedback from and interaction 
with me and with your classmates are necessary to your learning in this class, you will not be 
able to simply rush through the class in a few days at the beginning or end of the semester. This 
course will require strong time-management skills and a commitment to independently working 
on the assigned materials every week. Most experts recommend that college students spend two 
hours studying (i.e. reading, writing, and reviewing materials) for every hour they spend in class; 
in a self-guided online course without class meeting times, the student’s time commitment 
necessarily increases. Please reach out with questions or concerns as soon as they come up; this 
will prevent you from falling behind and ensure that you get the most out of the course. 
 
Class Participation and Attendance 
You must engage with and complete each activity (for example, posting and replying in 
discussion forums, watching video lectures, reading texts, etc.) by the deadline on the course 
calendar in order to be marked “present.” Each activity you fail to engage with will count as one 
absence and any activity you make substantial progress through without completing will count as 
half an absence. After three absences, each subsequent absence will bring your overall grade 
down by one step (in other words, 10 percentage points). Each activity has a specific deadline, so 
you will not be able to take “time off” or make up work at the end of the semester. Keep in mind 
that I can see who has engaged with a reading, video, or other activity and for how long you’ve 
engaged with that activity; so, be advised not to try to cheat the system by simply clicking on 
links but not engaging with the content. 
 
Discussion Posts 
Because dialogue and argument are essential to facilitate critical thinking, reading, and writing, 
this course will make extensive use of discussion post activities. Discussion posts do not need to 
contain a formal introduction or conclusion, but should attempt to respond to the prompt as 
clearly and directly as possible. They should be 200 to 250 words in length, and should be 
written in the in-browser text field on D2L rather than attached as a separate file. You can think 
of a discussion post as being similar to a thoughtful, well-developed mini-presentation of about 
two or three minutes in a face-to-face class. 
 
Typically you will compose your discussion post in response to a specific prompt that I provide. 
In general, be sure to cite evidence from our course materials that helps to illustrate whatever 
point you are making. Since we will not be meeting for live discussions in this class, and since 
discussion posts constitute a significant proportion of your grade, keep in mind that discussion 
posts are the primary means by which you will demonstrate that you have read and thoughtfully 
engaged with the course materials. If I get the sense that students are not fully engaging with the 
readings, I reserve the right to institute graded reading quizzes in addition to the discussion post 
assignments. 
 



In addition to crafting your own posts, you are required to reply to the discussion posts of at least 
two classmates during the course of each discussion activity. Each of your replies should be 
about 100 to 150 words in length, and should reflect thoughtfully, substantively, and respectfully 
on the ideas expressed by your peers. By “substantive,” I mean that your response must engage 
meaningfully with the content of your peer’s post; you should not merely agree or disagree with 
the initial post, for example. 
 
If you have trouble meeting the word count when replying to a classmate’s post, here are a few 
examples of questions you might ask yourself: Can you identify additional textual evidence that 
supports a claim about the text made by your classmate? Does your classmate cite textual 
evidence in a way that calls for clarification/context, or that you would interpret differently? 
Might your classmate’s ideas be worth their exploring in a longer paper, and if so, what 
additional research/evidence would they need to develop a convincing argument? Does your 
classmate’s interpretation of a particular reading open new pathways in your own understanding 
of that reading (or its author), or in a previously assigned reading? 
 
Again, remember that discussion posts are the most significant way that you will demonstrate 
your engagement with the course. Whenever possible, I recommend replying to classmates’ posts 
in a way that demonstrates a different aspect of your engagement than your own initial 
discussion post. As long as you aim to be thoughtful and comprehensive in building on one 
another’s thoughts in discussion, you will be successful in this class! 
 
Grammar and Spelling 
Proper mechanics—that is, grammar and spelling—are an important part of composition and 
revision, and thus an important component of your paper grades. At this point in your academic 
career, you are expected to have a fairly strong grasp on the mechanics of writing. This being 
said, proper mechanics alone are not enough to guarantee a high paper grade. If you experience 
difficulties in these areas, I encourage you to schedule an appointment with a writing tutor in the 
Student Success Center. The tutors are highly skilled and can help you whether you are a novice 
or more advanced writer. For more information, please visit the following Web address: 
https://brazosport.edu/students/for-students/student-success-center/writing-center/schedule-an-
appointment/index 
 
Late Work 
All writings are due when specified by the instructor or by the assignment description on D2L. 
Anything turned in later is considered late. Late papers will have their grades lowered by 10% 
for each day they are late. Papers submitted more than two weeks late, in the absence of prior 
arrangement with the instructor, will not be accepted. Late discussion post assignments will not 
receive credit. No late work will be accepted after the Sunday of finals week. 
 
Thus, if you have an emergency, please contact me in advance to make arrangements for another 
due date. (If you contact me after the due date has passed, such arrangements will not be 
possible.) If you need to miss several days’ worth of classes, contact the Office of the Dean of 
Students; they will send letters to all your instructors so that you may make up work. 
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Computer problems will not be accepted as excuses for late work; please be responsible and 
complete your work far enough in advance to turn it in on time. 
 
Content Note 
This is a college-level class, and we will be dealing with texts that may make you uncomfortable, 
upset, or even offended because of the language or content. You are, however, expected to 
engage with the texts in a professional manner and to be respectful in discussions. 
 
Inclusive Language 
All work in this course should employ inclusive language, which shows that the writer honors 
the diversity of the human race by not using language that would universalize one element of 
humanity to the exclusion of others. Examples of areas in which non-inclusivity commonly 
occurs include racist, sexist, homophobic, transphobic, or otherwise discriminatory language. 
Disrespectful or threatening speech or behavior will not be tolerated. Students who ignore this 
policy will be marked as absent for that class activity. 
 
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 
Brazosport College takes academic dishonesty very seriously. It is assumed that students eligible 
to perform on the college level are familiar with the ordinary rules governing proper conduct, 
including academic honesty. Using someone else’s work as your own without careful citation is 
always unethical and, at times, illegal; conversely, letting someone else use your work is also 
unethical. Academic dishonesty (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion) 
is a serious offense and may result in your assignment being marked as incomplete, your 
receiving a grade of zero for the assignment, your failing the course, and/or a letter being sent to 
the Dean of Student Services. Please note that I am required to report any instance of academic 
dishonesty that affects a student’s grade. Please refer to the Brazosport College Student Guide 
for more information. This is available online at http://brazosport.edu. 
 
As a writer and student at Brazosport, you are cautioned against: 
 

• submitting someone else’s work as your own, even if you have paid for it or obtained 
the author’s permission  

• using, without acknowledgment, word-for-word phrases, sentences, or paragraphs 
from the printed or electronic manuscript material of others  

• using the materials of another after making only slight changes 
• using a rewritten form of someone else’s materials 
• submitting work that you have composed for another class.  
 

These guidelines apply to the work of fellow students as well as the published work of 
professional writers, information found on the Internet, and electronic compositions such as 
websites and slideshows. If you have questions about this policy, or if you are not sure whether 
an assignment that you plan to submit is in violation of it, contact me immediately. Work that 
has not yet been turned in can always be revised without penalty; submitted work cannot. 
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Students with Disabilities 
If you have a disability that requires academic accommodation, please let me know as soon as 
possible. Brazosport College is committed to providing equal education opportunities to every 
student. BC offers services for individuals with special needs and capabilities including 
counseling, tutoring, equipment, and software to assist students with special needs. For a student 
to receive any accommodation, documentation must be completed in the Office of Disability 
Services. Please contact Phil Robertson, Special Populations Counselor, at 979-230-3236 for 
further information. 
 
Title IX Statement 
Brazosport College faculty and staff are committed to supporting students and upholding the 
College District’s non-discrimination policy. Under Title IX and Brazosport College’s policy 
FFDA (Local), discrimination based on sex, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, and 
gender expression is prohibited. If you experience an incident of discrimination, we encourage 
you to report it. While you may talk to a faculty or staff member at BC, please understand that 
they are “Responsible Employees” and must report what you tell them to college officials. You 
can also contact the Title IX Coordinators directly by using the contact information 
below. Additional information is found on the Sexual Misconduct webpage at 
www.brazosport.edu/sexualmisconduct. 
 
Campus Emergencies 
In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines, and grading 
percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or 
other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control. To get information about changes in this 
course, check our D2L website or contact me at marc.diefenderfer@brazosport.edu. 
 
Student Conduct Statement 
Students are expected to be aware of and follow the Brazosport College Student Code of 
Conduct. Students have violated the Code if they “fail to comply with any lawful directions, 
verbal or written, of any official at BC.” Lawful directions include precautions and requirements 
taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at Brazosport College. Students who do not follow 
safety requirements, including the wearing of a mask on campus, may be removed from class by 
their instructor and referred to the Dean of Student Services. 
 
Campus Closure Statement 
Brazosport College is committed to the health and safety of all students, staff, and faculty and 
adheres to all federal and state guidelines. The College intends to stay open for the duration of 
the semester, and to provide access to classes and support services on campus in the safest way 
possible. The College will also comply with lawful orders given by applicable authorities, 
including the Governor of Texas, up to and including campus closure. It is possible that on-
campus activities may be moved online and/or postponed if such orders are given. 
 
Special Circumstances and Personal Emergencies 
Everyone at Brazosport College recognizes that this is an extremely difficult time which may be 
filled with different sorts of uncertainty as we move forward with the academic year. Your 
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safety, health, and well-being are our primary concern and we want to be able to support you in 
any way that we can. 
 
The College also understands that you may be facing personal obstacles that may make it 
difficult to meet your typical academic goals. Please refer to the Student Services page 
(https://brazosport.edu/students/for-students/student-services/) and Student Life page 
(https://brazosport.edu/students/for-students/student-life/) on the College website for information 
and resources. Faculty and staff are also here for you. 
 
If you feel like your performance in this class is being impacted by your situation outside of 
class, please don’t hesitate to talk with me. I want to be a resource for you. You are not alone. 
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